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State Government Ethics 
 
 

Shawn W. Denney 
Chair, Executive Ethics Commission 

State of Illinois 
 
 

 
1. State Officials and Employees Ethics Act (5 ILCS 530) 
 

A. The Ethical Climate 
 
B. Predecessor Provisions 

 
C. Governmental Ethics Act – Statements of Economic Interest (5 ILCS 420) 
 
D. General Scope of the Act 
 
 i. Entities Covered 
 
 ii. Adoption of Principles by Local Governments and School Districts 

(5 ILCS 530/70-5 et seq.) 
 

 
2. Ethical Conduct as delineated in the Act (5 ILCS 530/5-5 et seq.)  
 

A. Personnel Policies – Timekeeping (5 ILCS 530/5-5) 
 

B. Training Requirements (5 ILCS 530/5-10) 
 

C. Prohibited Political Activities  
 
  i. Restrictions on Workplace Activities (5 ILCS 530/5-15) 
 

ii. Restrictions on Public Service Announcements/Promotional Materials 
(5 ILCS 530/5-20) 

 
  iii. Restrictions on Situs and Timing of Fundraising Activities  

(5 ILCS 530/5-35, 5-40) 
 
 D. Revolving Door Prohibition (5 ILCS 530/5-45) 
 
  i. Scope of Restriction 
 

ii. Waiver Process 
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 E. Ex parte Communications (5 ILCS 530/5-50) 
 
 F. Restrictions on Service on Boards and Commissions (5 ILCS 530/5-55) 
 

G. Gift Ban (5 ILCS 530/10-10 et seq.) 
 
  i. Scope of Application (5 ILCS 530/10-10)  
   
   a. “Prohibited Source” definition 
 
   b. Persons Covered  
 
  ii. Exceptions (5 ILCS 530/10-15) 
 
  iii. Authorization for More Restrictive Policies 
 

H. Whistle Blower Protection (5 ILCS 530/15-5 et seq.) 
 
 

3. Ethics Officers (5 ILCS 530/20-23) 
 
A. Appointment 
 
B. Internal and External Functions 
  

 
4. Enforcement (5 ILCS 530/20-5 et seq) 
 
 A. Ethics Commissions  
 
  i. Qualifications 
 
  ii. Duties 
 
 B. Inspectors General 
 

i. Qualifications 
 
  ii. Duties 
 
 C. Penalties 


